
JUSTICE-4-DUKES COALITION 

Good morning distinguished members of the Judiciary Committee.  On behalf of the Justice4Dukes 

Coalition, I, Christopher L. Dukes, am writing to express my firm support for: 

 Senate Bill 307 - AN ACT CONCERNING PROSECUTORIAL ACCOUNTABILITY AND PRIORITY GIVEN TO 

CASES PROSECUTED 

SB 307 provides methods for improving transparency and accountability while reducing incidences 

of racial, gender, and implicit biases enabled by the status quo. Currently, egregious misconduct 

can and has been committed at various levels by prosecutors with little or no action by the 

Criminal Justice Commission.  

For example, in State v. Christopher Dukes, Senior State Attorney Vicky Melchiorre used abusive 

pretrial tactics including overcharging, excessive bail, protective orders having negative impacts on 

custody, employment, housing, public image, etc. Melchiorre, despite receiving impeachable 

evidence supporting her key witness lied, maintained the malicious prosecution for 566 days.  

Melchiorre covered up the domestic violence case when the State Forensic lab confirmed her 

“victim” was actually the perpetrator and sole contributor of DNA on duct tape used to frame her 

husband, me, for kidnapping.  This misconduct gave birth to the Justice4Dukes Coalition. 

The harms inflicted by Melchiorre extend to my two children and remain in effect today because 

the State Attorney for the District of Hartford (Sharmese Wolcott) and Chief State Attorney 

Richard Colangelo, Jr., both having the authority to intervene, refuse to address the matter.  

Colangelo received all information concerning Melchiorre’s misconduct and swept it under the 

rug.  The Criminal Justice Commission is also aware of this issue and the overwhelming evidence 

supporting my claims yet has not taken the necessary actions to remedy the situation (Please see 

pages 2-5: supporting exhibits). 

SB 307 will provide the necessary training, oversight, transparency, deterrence, data, and 

accountability to hopefully prevent egregious acts such as that stated above to never happen again.

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
To: conndcj@ct.gov <conndcj@ct.gov> 
Cc: Christopher Dukes <dukesujo@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Saturday, February 5, 2022, 07:56:07 PM EST 
Subject: Attention Criminal Justice Commission 
 
Dear Criminal Justice Commission, 
 
As a US Citizen, Connecticut native, and current resident, I am seeking relief for my two children, myself, 
and God only knows how many other citizens who have been robbed of their civil liberties due to 
corruption carried out by Chief State Attorney Richard Colangelo, his supporting cast of prosecutors, and 
Assistant State Attorney Vicky Melchiorre (GA-14). 
 
Specifically, Colangelo received direct notice from me in September 2020 concerning the State Attorney’s 
Office (Hartford) miscarriages of justice and ethical violations within State of Connecticut v. Christopher 
Dukes.  Colangelo and his staff never completed the review they promised  in writing. Instead, they 
collected all the evidence I amassed  and has since protected Vicky Melchiorre, the prosecutor who 
committed the most egregious of all violations under color of law. 
 
To support this email I need to forward you approx. thirteen additional emails demonstrating my 
communications with Colangelo and his staff. Unfortunately, the bulk of the factual evidence are in the 
form of attachments, and your system does not permit unsolicited documents. However, the emails 
should suffice for now as they include writings concerning Melchiorre's misconduct exchanged between 
myself, Colangelo, and his staff. 
 
Vicky Melchiorre buried my case which the SAO originally requested $1Million in bail and 
charged  multiple felonies, including kidnapping.  She dropped ALL charges to protect my accuser and 
the Hartford Police officers who engaged in misconduct by bolstering a staged 911 with falsified reports 
and fabricated and planted evidence.  The transcript from January 2019 and November 2019 clearly 
illustrate my attempt to set the record straight and how Melchiorre misled the court and media with a false 
rationale concerning her reasoning for dropping ALL charges.  This was an intentional and malicious civil 
rights violation as Melchiorre retaliated against me after I proved my innocence and confirmation was 
received from the State forensic lab.  Two DNA reports  (dated 5/14/2019 and 10/18/2019) exonerated 
me and confirmed my accuser was the only individual amongst the world's population to handle the strips 
of duct tape allegedly used to restrain her.  Certified records from Verizon Wireless illustrate18,000 call 
details between my accuser, Christine A. Berenbach (now ex-wife) and Fabioi S. Iannella (known felon) 
with whom she was engaged in an extramarital affair.  The same records prove the twosome were 
exchaning phone communications during the time the "victim" claimed she was being beaten and 
restrained with duct tape. Other medical, digital, testimonial, etc. confirmed I was never drunk, homicidal, 
or suicidal as reported during Berenbach's 911 call.  As an honorable member of the judicial system has 
stated, Melchiorre, "Covered her ass." 
 
I am requesting a meeting with the Commission to once and for all address the ongoing civil rights 
violations committed by Colangelo, Melchioree, et.al.  I am well prepared and equipped with all the 
information you will need to take the necessary action.  I have gone to great lengths to find officials with 
the integrity to finally deliver justice. I pray the Commission does not let my family down.   
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Christopher L. Dukes 
 
65 Monroe Street 
Hartford, CT 06114 

 

 
 



To: DCJ.HartfordJD@ct.gov <dcj.hartfordjd@ct.gov> 
Cc: Christopher Dukes <dukesujo@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, February 16, 2022, 09:14:22 PM EST 
Subject: Meeting Request for State Attorney Sharmese L. Walcott 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
Keeping with your agency's protocol, I, Christopher L. Dukes, hereby submit this written request to meet 
with State Attorney Walcott as soon as possible.  Members of the Justice4Dukes Coalition and allies 
made an in-person request this morning and was directed to this method.  We are appreciative of the 
service provided by Lisa and Kelly and look forward to a productive meeting, within the next two weeks, 
with State Attorney Walcott, myself, and one support person.  Thanking you in advance for expediting this 
request. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Christopher L. Dukes 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Christopher Dukes <dukesujo@yahoo.com> 
To: conndcj@ct.gov <conndcj@ct.gov> 
Cc: Christopher Dukes <dukesujo@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 3, 2022, 08:06:14 AM EST 
Subject: Re: Attention Criminal Justice Commission 
 

Dear Criminal Justice Commission, 

I am following up as it has been approx. 1 month since I contacted the Commission about egregious 
ethical violations, possible crimes, and civil rights violations committed by Richard Colangelo, Jr. and 
Vicky Melchiorre.  It is my expectation the Commission WILL appropriately respond to my complaint by 
taking the necessary actions to remedy the harms inflicted within the Connecticut judicial system and 
make every effort to prevent future occurrences.  Transparency and accountability are a must here. 

Attached is the most recent media coverage, with more certain to come. An article appeared yesterday on 
page 4 of the Inquiring News. 

Please DO NOT elect to cover this matter up as so many other officials have for the past 1408 days.  Its 
is an outright shame how far false allegations have advanced within our judicial system. Even worse, the 
trusted officials who remain complicit or choose to further the harms inflicted upon me and my 
children.  Which side of history will you choose to be on? 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Christopher L. Dukes 



 


